
Casco Open Space Commission Meeting Minutes – Approved

Meeting Date: July 18, 2016

Present: Open Space – Chairwoman Barbara York, Frank Kantor, Keith Morehouse, Thomas 
Peaslee; Conservation Committee – Nadia Hermos; and Public Attendee – Dana Watkins. 

Absent:  Eric Dibner. 

The meeting was brought to order about 6:40 P.M.  Barbara called for any additions to the 
meeting agenda.  Items briefly mentioned:  determine the amounts in the 2 parts of the COSC 
budget and the location and date(s) of the next meeting(s).  Barbara will check on the budget 
situation, the discussion of meeting place and date was taken up later - as per the agenda. 

Minutes of the June meeting are yet to be finalized so were not presented at this meeting.  
Barbara and Keith advised they will consult on the minutes and finalize and circulate a draft to 
the rest of the COSC group.

Old Business included the status of survey of town properties by Lost Corner Land Surveying.  It 
appears as though the surveyor (Barry) has been active on the 71-acre parcel off Ring Landing 
Road.  Barry called Frank K. but they haven’t connected as yet to talk about and/or walk the 
property.  The Jackson property was also discussed.  It was reported, the Select Board is 
establishing a committee to facilitate future planning for this tract of 11 acres.  A workshop is to
be scheduled for community input on the future of the property, i.e., best use.  Is there a list of 
people?  Tom P. advised that Grant Plummer may have a role in this (as chair?) and, apparently,
some neighbors of the tract are to be included – others as well.  COSC should be represented 
on this working group.  COSC also briefly reviewed the site walks that have occurred on the 2 
town properties being surveyed and Owl Pond and decided that no more are needed at this 
time.  It was also noted that there are quite a few “hanging issues,” work that should have been
done earlier so needs to be addressed.  A “to do” list will be compiled soon and circulated to 
COSC members and others for comment and follow-through.   

New Business included the status of review and comment on the tax-forfeit properties at 86 
Leach Hill Rd. and 930 Roosevelt Trail, called for by the Town Manager/Select Board.  The Leach
Hill Rd. property was on an earlier list and our comment would not change – not suitable as 
open space.   At the time of the meeting, COSC members had not visited the Roosevelt Trail site
and declined to make a recommendation until such time as some or all had done so.  Suffice it 
to say that the Roosevelt trail location, at the first quick look, has recreational development 
potential for accessing the Crooked River.  The group decided that future COSC meetings will 
adhere to the 3rd Monday of each month schedule that was observed in the past, but more than



likely across the hall in the larger room.  The Select Board meeting schedule was discussed also 
in the context of conflicts for COSC meetings. 

In Public Participation, a discussion ensued that had mostly to do with invasive species 
spreading over the area – especially Asian bittersweet, Japanese knotweed and purple 
loosestrife.  There was also a brief mention of the Owl Pond properties with regard to the lack 
of progress that has been made in making contact with one of the property owners.  The 
question was raised concerning whether or not there are developed budgets for purchase and 
development/management of the Jackson property.  It was advised that there is, apparently, a 
budget for purchase only.   

The meeting was adjourned approximately 8:00 P.M. 

Barbara York,  Chairwoman


